
NATIONAL SMOKEJUMPER ASSOCIATION 
ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIPS

   The National Smokejumper Association plans to annually award as many as six $2,000 scholarships. 
The total number of awards will depend on the number of applicants and their qualifications.

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW WHEN APPLYING FOR AN NSA SCHOLARSHIP
   The NSA Board of Directors has recently adopted the best practice of many, if not most, scholarship-
granting institutions – namely, using metrics to select recipients. These metrics result in a numerical score 
that board members will use to rank applications.
   Some of the criteria that will be taken into consideration include NSA membership, employment (past or 
present as a smokejumper or pilot), type of academic program, grade-point average, and the quality of the 
essay submitted.
   In evaluating the essay, board members will assess the overall quality of the writing and how the essay 
reflects on the candidate’s character, strengths and leadership style. Board members will also assess can-
didates’ educational goals and how they will use their education or training in service to others. Applicants 
should also describe any involvement with volunteer activities, personal efforts to fund their education, and 
participation in extracurricular activities.
   Finally, the essay is limited to one to two typewritten pages in order to make submission easier for the 
candidate as well as easier for the board to assess.

ART JUKKALA–JON McBRIDE NSA SCHOLARSHIP 
   The Art Jukkala Scholarship began in 2004 when the NSA Trails Program instituted a scholarship in Art’s 
name.
   Art Jukkala (Missoula ’56) started the Trails Program in July 1999 with two projects in Montana with 16 
volunteers.
   Art put much effort into setting up the Trails Program, working with his former employer of many years, 
the U.S. Forest Service. Art realized the great need for experienced workers to volunteer to open the 
many hundreds of miles of badly neglected trails that the USFS could not afford to maintain. To find quali-
fied volunteers, Art went to a source he knew he could count on to do the work and do it right: his former 
smokejumper comrades. They came from all over the country that first year. Unfortunately, Art died on the 
very first project on the Blackfoot Divide in July of that year; thus the idea for awarding a scholarship in his 
name in 2004.
   Upon Art’s very untimely death, Jon McBride (Missoula ’54), who was also one of the original Trails 
Program participants, took over the reins of the Trails Program. Jon continued with the program and 
expanded it every year from the fledgling start of two projects in 1999 to more than 20 projects in 2010. 
Ultimately, Jon expanded the Trails Program to five states and nearly 175 volunteers until his own very 
untimely death in 2010.
   Since Jon had been very instrumental in initiating the Art Jukkala Scholarship and was held in high 
regard for his many years of dedicated work, many donations were made to the Jukkala Scholarship in 



remembrance of Jon. It was at this juncture that Jon’s name was added to the scholarship and the schol-
arship is now named the Art Jukkala-Jon McBride NSA Scholarship.

DONALD E. MAYPOLE, Ph.D. SCHOLARSHIP 
   Donald E. Maypole, Ph.D., (Idaho City ’54) has long been a leader committed to public service and 
education. While working toward his bachelor’s degree in Idaho, he was a smokejumper for several sum-
mers.
   Don has always been in fields that were human service- and human welfare-oriented while committing 
his life to the field of social work (university undergraduate and graduate level teacher, educational pro- 
gram/curriculum developer, human service upper-level agency administrator, proposal/grant/book writer, 
project monitor/manager/coordinator, researcher, agency program developer and consultant, international 
consultant, community planner/needs assessor, workshop leader, etc.). Don has worked all over the world 
in order to fortify nations’ mental-health systems: Austria, China, Czech Republic, Egypt, England, Hun-
gary, Kenya, Latvia, Lithuania, Portugal, Scotland, Soviet Union, Turkey, Ukraine and Qatar. To further his 
varied teaching capabilities and credentials, he earned a Teaching English as a Foreign Language (TEFL) 
certificate in the Czech Republic.
   He had served 31 years in the USAF/Air National Guard when he retired as a lieutenant colonel. He 
flew F-86s, F-89s and F-102s and eventually moved to military intelligence. More recently he worked on a 
smokejumper trails project at the Wilderness Canoe Base in the Superior National Forest (Minnesota) in 
May 2010. Don and his wife, Mary Jane, make their home in Wisconsin.

ROBERT V. (BOB) POTTER NSA SCHOLARSHIP
   Bob Potter (Missoula ’51) is a graduate of Pennsylvania State University (B.S. in Forestry, 1952) and
Harvard University’s School of Public Administration (MPA, 1958). He served with the U.S. Navy’s 7th 
Fleet, Pacific Ocean, as a radar operator during 1945-48.
   Bob began his professional career in national forest management and administration in the southern 
United States. He then moved into design, development, management and evaluation of forestry projects 
in 16 developing countries, trained foreign foresters in the U.S. and development of U.S. Forest Service 
assistance to other countries via USAID and FAO. He also served as legislative liaison with Congress and 
the writing of natural resources legislation and legislative reports.
   Bob currently lives in Atlantic Beach, Fla.

WHO MAY APPLY FOR A NATIONAL SMOKEJUMPER ASSOCIATION SCHOLARSHIP?
   National Smokejumper Association scholarships are intended to provide financial support to students 
who are committed to obtaining advanced education. An applicant must be:
   • a current or former smokejumper or smokejumper pilot or have a direct family relation to a current or 
former smokejumper or smokejumper pilot (spouse, children or grandchildren), and
   • currently enrolled in an accredited program that will lead to a college degree or other accreditation.
   Previous applicants may reapply. Scholarship winners must skip one year before reapplying.



WHAT IS REQUIRED IF YOU INTEND TO APPLY?
   • A narrative not to exceed one to two typewritten pages addressing the criteria listed in bullets a and b 
below:
 a. Your narrative must describe your leadership style/character/service potential and explain how 
you intend to use your degree/training.
 b. Your narrative should contain a statement of financial need which is a short (1-2 paragraph) 
piece that explains why you would benefit from being awarded a scholarship. This will also give you an 
opportunity to explain any extenuating circumstances you may have.
   • You need to include the name and address of the registration unit of the educational facility and your 
student activity account number or related information. This information is required because award funds 
are sent directly to the educational facility.
   • We need your full name, mailing address including zip code, e-mail address and phone number.
   • If you are not a smokejumper or smokejumper pilot, we need to know your relationship to a smoke-
jumper or smokejumper pilot.
   • Be sure to provide us with a transcript showing your GPA. Also be sure to identify where you went to 
school last year – e.g., high school or college/university – and the number of years of advanced educa-
tion you’ve completed.

WHERE DO YOU SEND YOUR APPLICATION PACKAGE?
   Email your application package to Jim Cherry (Missoula ’57) at jimcherry@wctatel.net, no later than 
June 15. If you have any questions, you can reach him by phone at (641) 927-4428. His mailing address 
is 2335 300th St., Ventura, IA 50482.

WHAT ARE THE SCHOLARSHIP CRITERIA AND SELECTION PROCESS?
   • Scholarship applicants must demonstrate financial need.
   • Applicants may apply for a scholarship at any time but they must be enrolled at the school of their 
choice by the time funds are dispensed. Funds are not paid to the applicant but are sent directly to the 
school’s student finance office. Students must provide their student identification number and the school’s 
address where the check will be sent. 
   • Current members of the National Smokejumper Association will receive priority consideration.
   • Successful applicants will be notified by July 15. Scholarship funds will be paid by the National Smoke-
jumper Association to the education institution of choice and are intended to be used for academic pur-
poses such as tuition, fees, room, board and/or books.
   • As many as six scholarships will be awarded annually.


